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TECHNICAL 
BULLETIN 32
Impact of hail damage to COLORBOND® steel and 
ZINCALUME® steel roofing

INTRODUCTION

This Technical Bulletin provides a general 
description of the typical effects of hail 
stones on COLORBOND® prepainted 
steel and ZINCALUME® aluminium/zinc/
magnesium alloy coated steel roofing.

Generally, steel roofing (minimum 
0.42mm base metal thickness) is 
structurally robust in the event of 
interaction with hail stones. The 
roof sheeting will absorb the energy 
of the hail stones and remain 
structurally sound. However, it is 
possible for indentations to occur 
on COLORBOND® steel and 
ZINCALUME® steel along with loss 
of the paint topcoat (in the case of 
COLORBOND® steel).

INDENTATIONS

Generally, indentations from hail 
stones do not affect the life of a roof 
made from COLORBOND® steel or 
ZINCALUME® steel.

The only potential areas of concern will 
arise from:

•	 Low pitched roofs with significant 
hail indentations occurring within 
the pans leading to ponding and dirt 
accumulation which may promote 
corrosion.

•	 Roofs where sheet overlaps have 
been significantly deformed, the anti-
capillary effect can be lost and water 
could be drawn into the sheet lap 
resulting in corrosion.

In the event of ponding due to 
indentations or damage to sheet 
overlaps, the affected sheets should 
be replaced as soon as practicable to 
maintain the life of the roof.

Loss of the paint topcoat from the 
COLORBOND® steel surface, arising 
from impact of hailstones, will be an 
aesthetic issue only. The loss of paint 
topcoat will have no appreciable effect 
on the corrosion performance of the 
COLORBOND® steel roof. As per 

Technical Bulletin TB-2 Overpainting 
and Restoration of Exterior BlueScope 
Steel Products, the use of touch-up paint 
to repair damage or scratches to the 
painted surface is not recommended.

For further information regarding 
comparative performance of various 
roofing materials In regard to hail 
damage, please refer to Sustainability 
Technical Bulletin STB-9 Extreme 
Weather Events, Section 7.
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The information and advice contained in this Technical Bulletin (‘Bulletin’) is of a general nature only and has not been prepared with your specific needs in mind. You should always obtain 
specialist advice to ensure that the materials, approach and techniques referred to in this Bulletin meet your specific requirements.

BlueScope Steel Limited makes no warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or reliability of any estimates, opinions or other information contained 
in this Bulletin and to the maximum extent permitted by law, BlueScope Steel Limited disclaims all liability and responsibility for any loss or damage, 
direct or indirect, which may be suffered by any person acting in reliance on anything contained in or omitted from this Bulletin.

COLORBOND®, ZINCALUME® and BlueScope and are registered trade marks of BlueScope Steel Limited.
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If you have any questions regarding this Bulletin, please contact BlueScope Steel Direct on 1800 800 789.

To ensure you have the most current Technical Bulletin, please go to bluescopesteel.com.au.
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